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Ha! Music 
has always 

been important 
to me too. 

It’s great! Everyone is nice and  people 
even know the music I like.

And  how do you like England ?

I’m here! Would 
you like a 

cup of tea?

It’s nice 
that 
you’re 
here!

Yes, 
please!Grand pa 

Stanley…?

That’s why I sent you mix tapes 
all  those years.
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Didn’t you get homesi� ?

Yes, of 
course!

… all  the di� erent music, so mu�  to 
     � oose from!

I reall y en�oyed it when I 
came here in the ��s � 

She only 
tolerated 
gospel 
music. 

In secret, because my mother thought 
pop music was the devil’s work.I played in 

a band  in
I played in 
a band  in
I played in 

 Barbados.
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But in the begi� ing, I didn’t know 
that’s how things would go. 

I worked very hard.

I miss ed your grand mother 
and  your mom 

something awful.

I reall y wanted 
to bring her 
here, but as 
you know 
Victoria 
left me …

… and  I didn’t see your 
mother again unti l she was �7.

The � rst  winter was terrible!

That was terrible for me.



And  so, I worked my way up, 
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And  so, I worked my way up, 

So he 
made me a 
foreman.

And  he 
liked the 
way I’d sit 

on a buck et 
during the 
break …

You’re reall y � ick , Stanley.

My boss  
liked that 
about me.

Now I’m a true Brit. And  �ri�ton
     is my home.

... and  not just  in the dirt like all  of 
the Jamaicans on the building site.
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Take it easy, brother …

Everything goes sooooo slowly.

I have my local pub and  my friend s here.
In contrast , 
when I visit 

the Caribbean, 
I go crazy.

My favorite show is about to st art. 
Want to wat�  it with me?

That’s not for 
me anymore!
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Is it my accent� �eah, I’m from 
                      Chicago.

  Wow� 
Chicago! 

No thanks, I’m just  looking around .

You’re from the US, aren’t you?

Can I help you?
Cra�y, what 
a selecti on! 

If only Anast asia 
could see this.

Where’s 
that 

famous 
skinhead 
st ore?

 O�, see 
you later�

Thanks grand pa, but I’d rather go out 
     for a litt le.
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My father’s from �amaica.Sure, a Jamaican 
with �uban roots.

Do you 
know �aurel 

Aitken?

Do you 
like ska?

Yeah, 
of course�

And  as a Black  person, another 
subculture would be more typical.

It’s not so comm on 
to be a skinhead in 

America, is it?
Not as 

comm on as 
here.

I’m actuall y from Italy. 
The skinhead 

subculture isn’t as 
comm on there, 

either.



21�

Cra�y� �ow cool is that� Only in �ond on for a few days 
and  already invited to a concert …

Do you have a 
map� Then I’ll  

show you 
where it is. 

My friend  is a �J at the club. 
We can get you in for free.Do you want to go see him tomorrow?

Reall y? 
That’d be 
awesome.
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… and  to see an icon no le� �
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Come on Tina, let’s get 
something to eat �

Have 
fun dear.

Alright, 
but be 

careful.

 �hicago is 
much  more 
dangerous.

It’s up there. 
Please don’t 

come with me 
to the door 
like a baby!

Yes we do� I can’t just  let my 
1�-year-old daughter go 

somewhere alone in �ond on.

Tina � it’s okay. �his is a 
completely normal area.

You don’t have to bring me there!
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Color, or even just a femme-identifying nerd, you don’t necessarily see any  
(positive) representation of yourself. I’m glad “Rude Girl“ is helping to contribute to 

these representations and that it is now available in English.
Translating the book was kind of a surreal experience. Since it’s based on my life, 

translating often felt second-nature. I just had to ask myself, what would I have said 
in this scenario? What language would I typically use? But it was also challenging 

because having your life displayed on the page requires a degree of vulnerability. And 
there are scenes in the graphic novel that were particularly embarrassing for me 

to remember! There were also some German phrases that were difficult to convey in 
English and in some cases I decided to leave them in German. In any case, this entire 

artistic project has been a wild ride and it touches my heart when I hear people enjoy 
reading it and feel they can relate to the story.
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